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UM LAW STUDENT WINS ESSAY CONTEST 
MISSOULA-
A student at The University of Montana School of Law recently won the Roscoe Pound 
Institute’s Roscoe Hogan Environmental Law Essay Contest.
John Heenan, a May graduate of the law school, won the $5,000 cash award for his 
essay titled “Graceful Maneuvering: Corporate Avoidance of Liability Through Bankruptcy 
and Corporate Law.” The essay, a study of Libby and W.R. Grace’s use of bankruptcy 
proceedings to avoid liability, was written as an independent study and fulfilled his legal 
writing requirement.
In addition to the cash prize, Heenan also received a trip to San Francisco to accept the 
award at the Association of Trial Lawyers of America meeting this weekend. The essay will be 
published in “Res Communes,” the Vermont online Journal of the Environment.
Heenan will begin a two-year clerkship for Federal District Court Judge Richard Cebull 
in Billings next month.
Heenan attended high school at Council Rock High School in Bucks County, Penn. He 
earned an undergraduate degree in philosophy from UM in 1999. His parents are John and 
Bernadette Heenan of Richboro, Penn.
The Roscoe Pound Institute is a Washington, D.C.-based legal think tank established in 
1956 and dedicated to promoting access to the civil justice system. Roscoe Pound was dean of 
Harvard Law School from 1916 to 1936.
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